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Park Plan Hits Hurdle

By Charles Hegener

Efforts to acquire a 7.3-acre parcel for a
park at the center of the IBSSA hit a
hurdle with the notice that the site
was under agreement to a developer.
Don Price, the current owner, advised
the IBSSA park task force that the par-
cel, located between Bay Shore Road,
Sarasota Avenue, and Corwood Drive,
was under agreement through June 1
subject to due diligence by the
prospective buyer, W. Howard Rooks,
343 S. Polk Drive, Sarasota. A specific
offering price was not disclosed.

As previously reported, an IBSSA
task force had been set up to explore
the possible acquisition of the site for a
city pocket park, recreation, and con-
servation area. Based on offers of
financial support from various neigh-
bors, the task force was preparing an
offer that task force members believed
might be competitive with a taxable
sale at fair market value. The task force
has been in cohtact with several non-
profit conservation agencies, which
might act to purchase the property,
and to provide various tax benefits
both to the seller and donors. The non-
profit would then turn the property
over to the city and/or a community
non-profit, which would manage the
site for public use.

The prospective developer had a
pre-application conference with city
staff April 5 for the proposed develop-
ment, named Bay Museo, that calls for
a subdivision of 23 house lots. Access
to the lots would be by a one-way pri-
vate road from Bay Shore to Corwood,
with a 30-foot wide right-of-way.

The IBSSA has obtained a copy of

the city’s letter to the developer in
response to the pre-application confer-
ence. Highlights of the letter include
the following: No neighborhood meet-
ing is required for approval, but one is
recommended; a planning board hear-
ing will be required; and development
must adhere to current regulations.
Additional requirements encompass
the preservation of as many trees as
possible and a traffic study (taking 1-2
months). The city also stated that the
proposed driveway onto Corwood
may not be allowed. The developer
will be required to build all infrastruc-
ture or bond for improvements; con-
struct a sidewalk, curb and gutter on
Bay Shore frontage; provide safe
pedestrian access to Bay Shore side-

walks; provide a turnaround for emer-
gency and waste management vehi-
cles; and one or two fire hydrants.
Engineering and stormwater issues will
have to be evaluated per state rules.

The developer has not yet officially
filed an application for the develop-
ment. As initially described, the devel-
opment proposes the only one-way
street in the neighborhood.

However, the city letter notes that a
one-way street would not provide ade-
quate access for emergency vehicles.
To comply with current law, the devel-
oper would have to build a two-way
road with a 50-foot right-of-way,
meaning that it would be unlikely that
the proposed density of 23 lots
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* Linda Holland, president of CCNA

Linda will put into perspective what she sees as the primary
issues for CCNA, and she will discuss how this meshes with the
needs of the IBSSA. How strong is CCNA's influence at City Hall?

*Alexandra Hay, engineering department, City of Sarasota
Alex will bring us up-to-date on the Bay Shore Road MURT
project, the Indian Beach Park seawall project, and discuss
traffic abatement options for Bay Shore Road and its feeder

roads from US 41.

* Mosquito Abatement

Did you know that we are a high-density area for mosquitoes?
The Mosquito Abatement team will tell us how to make our yards
a mosquito-free zone so that we enjoy our balmy summer
evenings without our pesky friends.




Sapphire Park’s Aborigine

By Ann Ericsson

“My sculptures are an inte-
gration of shapes and forms
created from metal and
found objects. The imagery
deals with fragmented and
figurative symbols that simu-
late expressions of human
spirit. The images [ create are
reflections of the past and
future. They represent a
place in time,” explains
Sarasota sculptor John Dehn,
creator of “Aborigine,” one of
the sculptures placed in
Sapphire Shores Park.

Dehn works mainly in
welded steel with balance
being an intricate factor in all
his works, whetheritis a
moderate interior sculpture
or 30-foot outdoor commis-
sion. In essence, his art is an
industrial process treated
poetically. His design sense
combines geometric abstrac-
tion and figuration in equal
measure.

Originally from New
York City, John has lived and
worked on the Maine Coast,
and moved to Sarasota in
1985. His work has been
shown in museums and gal-
leries in Maine, New York,
Pennsylvania, and the east
and west coasts of Florida,
and is in collections national-
ly and internationally. John
studied sculpture at the
University of Maine where
he received a Fine

Aborigine is
located in
Sapplire

Shores Park.

Art degree. He also attended
the Ringling School of Art
and Design, focusing on inte-
rior and exterior design, and
the Sarasota Technical School
for Landscape Design.

Dehn'’s diverse education
has allowed him to incorpo-
rate all aspects of his back-
ground to create a total envi-
ronment for his sculptures.
Exterior placement has grant-
ed him numerous commis-
sions and public art works.
He recently placed three
sculptures at Booker
Elementary School to bring
art into the schools. John is
currently working on a sculp-
ture commissioned for
downtown Sarasota.

Our neighborhood is for-
tunate to be able to show his
work in Sapphire Shores
Park. John Dehn’s work has
been recognized with honors
and awards, receiving three
Merit awards and the Eldon
Rowland Award from the
Sarasota Visual Art Center,
and has been honored three
times with the Artscape
Award from the Parkshore
Gallery of Naples.

John has a studio at the
Towles Court Artist Colony
in Sarasota. Towles Court
Artist Colony is located
downtown, south of Main
Street and west of U.S. 301,
bordered by Adams Lane,
Maorrill Street and Links

Avenue.

PAT J. TAYLOR, REALTOR
Knows the Museum Area.
She has lived in the neighborhood for 22 years and
has served on the Board of Directors for IBSSA,

If you would like a current complimentary
market analysis, please call Pat at
ERA Mount Vernon Realty Co., Inc.

office (941) 957-4663 home (941) 355-1454
email ptaylor1@concentric.net

BYRAM'S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
— new location -
@ 1503 66th Ave. Ter. E. @
Sarasota, Fl. 34243
(Just Off Old 301 Behind
Detweiler Propane)
TOD BYRAM (841) 358-7071
MV-34082

355-0561

Jack Voorhees

5133A North Tamiami Tr.
Saras 4

TOM WATERS
REALTOR®

(941) 351-4444 BUS , (941) 351-8554 FAX

(888) 287-6325 TOLL FREE

TJWIII@AOL.COM E-MAIL

coLblicLL
BANKERO

RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE, INC.
6260 N LOCKWOOD RIDGE ROAD
SARASOTA FL 34243
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Continued from front cover

would be approved. However, the
developer can apply for a lesser
number. We have no information on
what effect, if any, a lower number
of lots would have on the property’s
valuation or sale price.

A substantial number of obstacles
lie in the way of the development as
currently described. Neighbors can
appear at any planning board hear-
ing on an application to state their
opinion on the proposed variances.
Neighbors have previously success-
fully opposed development propos-
als for the site, which were not con-
sistent with regulations

Den Price has communicated
with the park task force that he
would actively consider an alterna-
tive proposal in the event the current
deal falls through. Therefore, task
force members are now working
with non-profit agencies and city
officials to develop an initial plan for
the disposition of the site for public
use, and to prepare an offer accord-

ingly. The IBSSA park task force is
hopeful that an attractive offer can
be communicated to Mr. Price
shortly.

All neighborhood residents
should be aware that we may have
an historic opportunity to create a
public asset in the midst of our
neighborhood, with positive effects
on valuations of property through-

out the IBSSA and with lifestyle ben-

efits to all our residents. We have
been encouraged—-even pleasantly
surprised—-by the degree of your
support.

If you are interested in support-
ing this highly worthwhile goal
with a donation pledge, please con-
tact Alan Lillie, 351-2715; Jesse
White, 358-7730; or Charles
Hegener, 351-7426. Actual
donations, completely tax-
deductible, would be made only if
an acceptable price is arrived at
with the current owner and an
agreement made.

Keep your fingers crossed.

) >~ NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Z_

See it, Hear it,
Report it!

SAFER HOMES

Learn how to make your home more
secure by having a Home-Security
Analysis. Call Officer Debbie Rossnagle at
954-7056 to schedule an appointment.

SAFER STREETS

Help ensure that repeat offenders are
convicted and receive maximum sentences
by volunteering for Court Watch. For
information call 361-6283.

SAFER NEIGHBORHOODS
Please remember to report all crime and
suspicious activity.. IMMEDIATELY.

REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY!!!
e Call the Police 316-1199 or 316-1201

¢ Inform your Block Captain
or Coordinator

* Alert your neighbors.

Neighborhood Watch Coordinators

SAPPHIRE I 58th St.-47th St.
Debbie Muller  355-5743

SAPPHIRE Il anth St. - Myrtle
Dorothy Nichols 355-0568

SAPPHIRE I1lI
Myrtle St. - Indian Beach Dr.
Coordinator Needed

SAPPHIRE IV
Indian Beach Dr - Whitaker Bayou

Dianne Underwood 954-5129

UPLANDS s58th St. - 47th St.
Sgt. Dave Hart ~ 951-5051
Sarasota County Sheriff’s Dept.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

® Remember we are in a DROUGHT. Please
observe the watering regulations.

*Don't forget to pick up after your DOG so
that those who follow in your footsteps find
no unpleasant surprises.

*The SPEED LIMIT is 25 mph on our streets.
Think about our youngest and oldest resi-
dents as you drive to and from your home.

IF YOU WANT TO BUY OR SELL CONTACT

The Knaggs Family invite their

Indian Beach Sapphire Shores neighbors

Res. (941) 355-0127 to stop in soon for lunch or dinner.

Fax: (941) 355-6100 The

VOLONNINO/|  Bus. (941) 952-1700 BITOU CAF -
1287 Fi .
IN'I;:NATIONAL CoLDWELL BANKER 7 l;ggfél | ISarasota
Snm 3100 SoutH TrAIL
SARASOTA, FL 34239 Zagat Survey Top 10 as Best Continental,
s 3 Most Popular, and Most Romantic Restaurants




HISTORY SPOTLIGHT
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Whitaker Stakes His Claim on Yellow Bluffs

By Jane Shea

On Dec. 14, 1843. a 14 to 16-foot
sloop loaded with supplies landed at
Yellow Blutts, just south of what today
is known as Whitaker Bayou. On
board were William Whitaker and his
half-brother, Ham Snell, who arrived in
Sarasota Bay to stake out Bill’s claim.

William Henry Whitaker was born
on Aug. 1, 1821, to Richard Whitaker
and the widow Snell in Savannabh,
Georgia. When William was five, his
mother died and his father remarried.
Fed up with his stepmother, William
left home at age 12. His father was
away on business, but was expected to
return via Charleston, South Carolina.
William worked his way to Charleston
on a schooner, and then supported
himself with odd jobs on the docks
until his father's arrival. After receiving
his father’s blessing, $10 dollars, and a
gold watch, William worked his way
to Tallahassee, Florida, to join his step-
brother Ham.

Ham decided that William needed
more education, and sent him to live
with Furman Chaires. At 16, William
was finished with his schooling and
returned to St. Marks on the Gulf
Coast to work on the commercial fish-
ing boats. They ranged as far south as
the Ten Thousand Islands to catch
mullet. The fish was salted, dried and
then shipped to Havana and on to
Europe. One of his favorite spots was

Sarasota Bay — a cornucopia of riches.
He told of so many mullet that the
bay, as far as one could sce, glistened
with the mullet turning and flashing in
the sun. Oyster beds covered the bay
bottom and the woods were full of
turkey and deer. During his five years
with the fishing fleets, William saved
his money and banked it with Ham in
Tallahassee. By 1843, he had saved
enough to buy land warrants for public
lands.

Once they had landed, William and
Ham started to make a homestead.
They built two palmetto lean-tos, one
for tools and supplies and the other for
themselves. Later they built a cabin of
cedar logs that they rafted across the
bay from a cedar grove on Longboat
Key. They then built a kitchen hut. By
now it was spring, and Ham had to

return to his law practice in Tallahassee.

The Whitaker property was not fully
claimed until it was deeded in 1851 and
1852. The parcel was approximately
200 acres extending from Hog Creek to
a few blocks north of what is today
Indian Beach Drive.

Whitaker earned his living by mul-
let fishing, salting and drying the fish
and selling them to itinerant Cuban
fisherman for one cent a fish. His out-
put increased four-fold when he joined
forces with his new neighbor, Joseph
Woodruff. By 1847 he had enough
capital to acquire some cattle and plant
a commercial citrus grove. On June 10,

You Only Get One
Chance to Make
A Great Impression!

ZEBRA

1851, he married Mary Jane Wyatt
whose father had moved his family to
the Manatee section in 1842

To be continued.

Source: Speech by ALK Wiiaker 1o the
Manatee County Historical Society March
19, 1969; Sarasota County Department of
Historical Resources.

j J>- CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Year: 2000
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TUESDAY, MAY 23rd

Spring General Meeting

Location: Sudakoff Center
Time: 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22nd
Picnic

Location: Caples Mansion
Time: 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5th

Winter General Meeting

Location: Sudakoff Center
Time: 7:00 p.m.
®

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS

Held 2nd Wednesdays of each
month

Rick WORTHINGTON
PRESIDENT

™ . .
Graphics & Design
2100 Constitution Blvd. Sarasota 34231
(941) 927-8474 * Fax 924-6592

Managed by Lindworth, Inc.
(941) 359-3183 = Fax (941) 359-0541
5401 Bayshore Road, Sarasota, Florida
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By Jane Shea

Saturday, April 8 was the big day. After months of planning,
26 neighbors planted 375 trees and plants, spread mulch and
rurned bare triangles, at Bayshore and Mecca, into a lush
native plantscape. A big thank-you to Chreef Abachi; Dee,
Sara and Sean Barth; Bart Cotten; Ned and Nancy Garst;
Glenda and Skip Huene; Jordan Kruijff; Alan Lillie and his
house guest, Bob Turner of Milwaukee; Larry Majewski;
Dawn, Amie and Stephane Martell; Mark, Amanda, Zachary S . ; . .
and Chase Mason; Scott Pickett; Greg Shea; Dianne A i T ' o T e 'i}.‘é
Underwood; and Jesse White. A special thank-you is due to T - A ' . i5
Jean Srodes who helped me raise funds for the project and
organize the volunteers for planting.

I would like to thank all the nearby neighbors who gener-
ously supported the project with the monetary contributions.
[ hope that you enjoy watching the plants grow as you walk
or drive to or from your residences.Also, I'd like to thank
Marianna Cotten for supplying cold drinks.

Last, but not least on my list of thank-yous is to the city.
Without the help of Jim West and his landscaping and irriga-
tion crews this project would not have gotten off the ground.
They prepared the beds, laid out the extensive irrigation,
removed the reclinatas, and provided the mulch.

[ would like to invite the whole neighborhood to stop by
and take a look. There are still finishing touches to be made to
the plantings, and we are planning to place identification tags
on all the plants. Later this summer we hope to plant mimosa
and false peanut on some of the bare patches on the triangle
closest to Mecca and Brywill to try and get some green back.

Thanks for being such a great neighborhood!

Be Eco-Smart"

~ o~

Native Landscaping
Solar Pool/Water
Bamboo Flooring

No-VOC Paint
A/C Efficiency
Healthy Insulation
Water Purification
Full-Spectrum Lighting

~ o~

(941) 377-9460

Eco-Smart™Homes &
Buildings Program

www.ecohouse.com

Operated under heense from the nonprofit
Horida House Institute for Sustainable Developawnt.




Gaia & Dlamon Goldman
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~.your way home

957-4663

by [E
ERA Mount Vernon Realty Co,Inc. ™™
Providing a
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-, custom memorial pet
urns

367 South Shore Drive * Sarasota, FL 34234
Phone/Fax: 941-351-0369
E-mail: lastingurns@home.com
Website: http://members.home.net/lastingurns
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MILESTONES...JUST LET US KNOW

If congratulations are in order....we’d love to know! Is
there a new baby, a special anniversary, a recent graduation
or perhaps an engagement. Or maybe you're new to the
neighborhood and or have won an awards We'd love to
hear about your milestone.

Just give Jane Shea a call at 355-8966 or you can e-mail
her at janeshea@hotmail.com.

An IBSSA News Update

Proposed
Airport Expansion
Goes Forward

The IBSSA Board pro-
posed at the Sarasota City
Commission meeting April 3
a landscaping buffer around
the drainage pond behind the
Shell gas station. The purpose
of the landscaping is to beau-
tify that stretch of U.S. 41,
but more importantly, to pro-
vide some noise abatement
for the residents in the
Uplands area of our neighbor-
hood. Unfortunately, the
effort was in vain, and the
measure passed without our
amendment.

North Trail Post Office

Our neighborhood post
office has been missed, and
the wheels have been put
in motion with respect to get-
ting a Contract Postal Unit
(CPU) located once again
somewhere on the North
Trail. Communication with
the U.S. Post Office Retail
Operations Department
located in Tampa has com-
menced, and we have been
told that the process to iden-
tify and qualify potential
retailers will take a minimum
of 120 days. We will keep
you posted!!

Beautification

Committee Update

The Indian Beach Park
project is delayed due to the
consulting engineer missing
target dates. July is now the
earliest projected completion
date. The 46th
Street/Sarasota plantings are
doing well, and we plan to

install a butterfly garden. If
you have any expertise in this
area please give Alan Lillie a
call at 351-2715.

The Washingtonia palm
renewal project for Bay Shore
from 47th Street north to
Beverly is now planted. This
will assure continuity of this
row of palms as the now 70-
plus-year-old palms die off.
Thank you, Ann Ericsson and
Jesse White, for coordinating
this program with the city.

The Bay Shore triangles
are now planted. Our next
project will be the Marlin
Conservation Square at the
comer of Marlin Street and
eastchester Avenue. It is
scheduled to start in late
April and to be completed in
early June. For details see
Jesse White’s article in this
newsletter.

The public area outdoor
sculptures are at a standstill.
We are looking for
interested sculptors who
would like to participate in
this loan program that
is designed to introduce out-
door art to the neighborhood.
If you know of such an artist
please call Alan Lillie at 351-
2715.

Arbor Day at
Ringling Museum

A millennial tree was
planted during the Arbor Day
celebrations at the Ringling
Museum April 29. At its April
meeting, the IBSSA Board
voted to donate a tree to the
Forest Tree Trail on behalf of
Indian Beach/Sapphire
Shores. Next time you are up
there, please go and check it
out.



2000
IBSSA Board Members
PRESIDENT
Don Farr 351-4827

Sherrilfar@aol.com

1st VICE PRESIDENT
Burt Polishook 358-9513
Burtp@home.com

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Charles Hegener 351-7426
Chegener@home.com

SECRETARY
Dianne Underwood 954-5129
FWUNDERWOOD@aol.com

TREASURER
Frank Zimmerman  351-2925

Afzim@home.com

DIRECTORS
Kafi Benz 351-5239
Social_register@juno.com

Laurence Eger 355-4925
srqsue@heme.com

Viola Goldberg 955-5657

Alan Lillie 351-2715
Arlillie@home.com

Scott Pickett 355-5346
spickett@cosarasota.fl.us
Jane Shea 355-8966
janeshea@hotmail.com

Jesse White 358-7730
jwhite@recyclesmart.com
Paul Wolfe 355-0766
NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Susan Burns 355-4925
Jane Shea 355-8966

SECURITY CHAIR
Debbie Muller 355-5743

PAST PRESIDENT
Bart Cotten 351-3236

Have Fun and Beautify Our Neighborhood
JOIN THE BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE TODAY! |
BUTTERFLY GARDENS ¢ OUTDOOR SCULPTURE

Interested in helping with any of these projects? If so, please join us!

To find out more...Call Alan Lillie 351-2715 or Jane Shea 355-8966

BEAUTIFICATION NEWS

IBSSA Wins $4,850 SWFWMD Grant

Once cleared, IBSSA will contour the
landscape to allow rainwater that falls on
the property to water the landscape and
seep into the aquifer. Participate in this pro-
ject to learn more about the environment

By Jesse White

The Southwest Florida Water Management
District (SWFWMD) has awarded the
IBSSA Beautification Committee a $4,850
grant to develop
a “groundwater
recharge demon-
stration,” to be
known as the
Marlin
Conservation
Square.

The demon-
stration will be a
living guide to
native plantings,
compost,
mulching, and
natural systems
preservation so
that neighbors
can design land-
scapes that con-
sume less water
and provide flood |, <. e e e e b
protection thor- & = T 7 T TTITITIAIIEE A s TEE
ough increasing Right of way at Marlin and Eastchester overgrown with Brazilian Peppers.
infiltration of
rainwater.

The project will take place on an aban-
doned right-of-way at Marlin and
Eastchester. The 6,000+ sq. ft. lot is com-
pletely overgrown with Brazilian Pepper, an
exotic nuisance tree which chokes out
native vegetation. The City of Sarasota has
pledged to clear the exotics and provide

mulch and compost.

and what you can do in your own yard to
make a difference.

IBSSA Beautification Committee is seek-
ing volunteers to help us re-plant with
natives on Saturday, May 20, 2000.
Participants will receive a free butterfly
attracting plant and a planting guide. For
more information and RSVP, please contact

Jesse White, 358-7730.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

LI3



Helpful 2000 Membership Application and Dues Renewal Form

Numbers Indian Beach Sapphire Shores Association
Saraota
Police Name:
Department
S.PD. Front Desk Address:
954-7025
Department Directory .
366-8000 + Ext. Phone: E-mail Address:
Chief Gordon Jolly (if new or changed)
Ext. 7001 o . . . .
X I'm interested in volunteering for neighborhood projects: Yes |:
Dep. Chief Ed Whitehead
Ext. 7006
8ilspiter (NDisy || Membership type: New [ | Renewal [ |
Ext.7857
Crime Prevention Unit + If you have a question about your dues status PAYMENT 2000 Dues. $10.00
| Officer Debbie Rossnagle please contact Frank Zimmerman, treasurer, at e -
\ 954_7056i ’ 351-2925 or e-mail, afzim@home.com. Voluntary Contribution
A — Total Enclosed
|dificex Tomkeusz Please make checks payable to IBSSA.
l 954 7057 Mail to: P.O. Box 49673, Sarasota, FL 34230 Thank you for your support!
Indian Beach
Sapphire Shores BULK RATE
A ati U.S. POSTAGE
ssociation Permit #771
Sarasota, FL
P.O. Box 49673

Sarasota, FL 34230
www.sarasota-online.com/ibssa/



